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Aoi Bridge and the Kyoto City tramway

The Kyoto City electric tramway used nine bridges to cross
the Kamo and Takano rivers. Among these nine bridges, the
Aoi Bridge was the last one constructed. There were two
nearby tramway stops: Aoi-bashi-nishizume and
Aoi-bashi-higashizume stations, located at the west and east
ends of the bridge respectively.

When the bridge was built in 1956, road construction
alongside the tramway tracks on the bridge had not been
completed yet, and only the trams were running on the Aoi

Bridge.
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The first Kyoto City tramway car to run on the Aoi Bridge after its completion

From the evening edition of the Kyoto Shimbun Newspaper on October 12th, 1956
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History of the Kyoto City electric tramway

The Kyoto City electric tramway started its operations in 1912 after it took over from the now-defunct
Kyoto Electric Tramway Company “Kyoto denkitetsudo kabushikikaisha,” founded in 1895. The number
and scale of service lines were rapidly expanded, and the tramway became an indispensable mode of
transport for citizens in Kyoto during the Taisho and Showa Periods (1912 - 1989).

The scale of the tramway operations expanded along with the development of the city itself. During the
late 1950's and early 1960's, the total length of the tramway network reached 77 kilometers, with 357
cars in service and a peak of 610,000 passengers taking the tram every day.

However, due to the popularization of automobiles, the number of tramway passengers gradually de-
creased, resulting in the discontinuation of service lines one after another. The tramway service ended in
September 1978, marking the closure of the 83 year history of the Kyoto City electric tramway opera-

tions.
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A Kyoto City tramway car running near Aoi-bashi-nishizume station
Photographed by Hiroshi Nakamura, in 1977, taken from a photobook titled, “Kyotoshiden-no-haisen-ato-o-saguru”
(exploring the discontinued service lines of the Kyoto City electric tramway)
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