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Each spring during the last two years, | have made several special visits to Kyoto traveling from
Kobe. The motive for these Spring visits is always the same. [ go first to join the members of the
Kamogawa Fishermen's Association and Naoyuki Ogino for the installation of his photographic works
along the river.

Later visits took me to Kyotographie and KG+. However those days, always end at the river next to
Ogino’s installation, thinking about the river and the lives it supports.

So why give so much time (and expense) to this small meditation? This installation is by world
standards not large in scale, but by any other measure it is very large. First, during it's construction,



it captures the imagination of people passing. They stop and wonder, surprised to see so diverse a
group working together building something so mysterious and even magical.

During a recent construction there were participants from Kyoto, Switzerland, America, and
elsewhere. Such an action puts on display the global character of Kyoto. And when placed in the
context of KG+, of which it is a part, the installation contributes to enhancing Kyoto's importance as
a world cultural centre.

Next, this work with it's repeated support from the Fishermen’s Association, the Kyoto City
government and the Prefecture gives us a reason to understand that many people are thinking
carefully about the river, its fish and wildlife population as well as the life of the city. The work and
its presence on the river are in fact a call to all of us, a reminder, that without the river this city
would be a very different place.

Naoyuki Ogino’s installation on the Kamo gawa, Is far from a personal indulgence. It is an important
cultural, social and educational contribution to our region. Last year as an outcome of the
installation, members of the Fisherman's Association we invited Canadian Academy, a leading
educational institution in the region, to talk with high school students about the the the life of the
river. And each year Canadian Academy sends scores of students to visit Kyotographie, KG+ and it
related installations.

In the final analysis, Naoyuki Ogino's installation draws upon no public funds, utilizes a minimum of
public space and yet contributes a great deal to our understanding of Kyoto as a vital city, deep in
culture, social life, education and a profound engagement with the environment.

This engagement places Kyoto among the cities leading the way into the future toward a more
balanced and sustainable world.

It's my honest belief that we can't do any better with our public resources.
Sincerely,

Paul Venet
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