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Growth of venerid clams (Meretrix lusoria) during hanging culture in Asokai Lagoon

Tetsuji Hisada, Hitoshi Ozaki, Naofumi Tanimoto and Masamu Fujiwara

Venerid clams (Meretrix lusoria) were subjected to hanging culture, and their growth was followed.

Furthermore, the obesity level of venerid clams during hanging culture was analyzed. The results indicate

that the growth period for this shellfish is April through November, and that its growth is suspended in

December through to the following March. The data on the obesity level suggest that the spawning season for

cultured venerid clams in Asokai Lagoon is July through September. During the growth period, arrival at the

highest daily growth rate was followed by a slower growth period. Maturation seemed to be one of the factors

explaining such a course of growth.
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Fig. 1 A map showing the site the experiment was
conduced.
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Fig. 2 Growth curves of Meretrix lusoria on
hanging culture at a 3-m depth in Asokai lagoon.
Filled circles (®) show experiment division L,
and open circles (o) show experiment division S.
Vertical lines indicate standard deviations.
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Fig. 3 Changes in growth rate (%/day) of Meretrix
lusoria on hanging culture and the water
temperature (°C) at a 3-m depth in Asokai
lagoon. e:L;o:S. The dashed line shows the
water temperature.
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Fig. 4 Relationship between the water temperature (
°C) and growth rate (%/day) of Meretrix lusoria
on hanging culture at a 3-m depth in Asokai
lagoon.

The water temperature and growth rate are
average values between the start and finish of
each observation.
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Fig. 5 Fluctuations of condition factor in Meretrix
lusoria on hanging culture at a 3-m depth in
Asokai lagoon. Vertical lines indicate standard
deviations.
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