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Many people come to Hanase to experience its bountiful natural scenery such as the recreational

facility of Sanson-Toshi-Koryu-no-Mori and Mt. Daihi-zan.

Hanase residents have historically worshiped Mt. Atago as a god of fire. This
traditional reverence is still displayed in the summer ritual of Matsuage. On certain days of
the summer months, villagers throw 1,000 lighted torches at a basket tied to the top of a 20
meter long pole, vying to burn it, thus cleansing them of their worries

To the north is Bujo-ji Temple. Its main hall, built 850 years ago, clings to the edge
of a liff over a deep mountainous vista. The temple and its challenging environs were for

centuries important sites of spiritual and physical training for those of the Buddhist Tenno

sect. In its individual elements and as a whole, the Hanase landscape thus represents its long

history of human habitation
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